88	MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
will condemn the social conditions which allowed the evils that I
have described to continue. I can only say that when I met them
face to face they aroused in me a resentment which I found it
difficult to control, and the mere recital of the details of the wage-
slavery that then existed again inflames my blood. It did not in
the least modify my anger when I was assured that these slave
conditions represented the will of God rather than the neglect of
men. My criticism of Christian doctrines may at times have
appeared irreverent to believers; but at no time in my life was I
guilty of blasphemy of that kind; and there have been innumerable
occasions when the unconscious infidelity of the orthodox has filled
me with disgust.
The industries that I have mentioned—and there were many
others—were clearly parasitic upon the labour of working-class
fathers, brothers, and husbands. But what of the women who
had no male relatives, the young widows with children to support,
and the lonely working girls ? How did they live ? We scarcely
dared to inquire. Yet everybody knew the dangers to which
they were exposed* The statesmen knew of them, the economists
and politicians knew, and the Church knew; but there was no
evidence that their complacent philosophy of life was seriously
disturbed. Were not these wage-slaves the product of 'the bene-
ficent private war/ to interfere with which would be to rob its
half-starved victims of the virtue of self-reliance, and to endanger
the welfare of the State?
What was the root cause of the indifference with which these
deplorable conditions were viewed in a country whose internal wealth
and missionary enthusiasm were beyond comparison? Neither
I nor those who with me attacked the prevailing political institutions
and parties with all the passion at our command assumed that
British 'statesmen and manufacturers were more indifferent to
human suffering than were those of other nations. A foreign
observer, noting on the one hand the rates of wages which England
paid to her workers, and on the other the substantial profits that
she obtained from their labour, and noting further that her treasury
was 'fairly full/ and that she had Vast accumulations of capital/
and contrasting the misery of her workers with her missionary and
imperialist zeal, might have concluded that the English were indeed
a race of hypocrites. Had he arrived at such a conclusion he
would have been completely mistaken.
The apparent indifference to human suffering of British econo-

